Hometown

By SHAROMN WALDRON
SAafY Writer

TOMS RIVER - Gooch the
pooch, an  Byear-old  black
sharpel, and Marsha Nitke have
definitely bonded,

Mitks owns Paw-Ferred Pet
Sitting here. Gooch, aleos known
as WJu Ju, seemed happy to see
Nitko making her nsual rounds
at his owner's home in Bayville
Tuesdny:

Mitho was hired soven months
ago by Gooch's owner, Marilyn
Roberts, to walk tho dog, check
his water and food, give him
treats and play with him for
about a half an hour, once & day
wvery weekday and on weekends
when needed

Boberts is a lead business
development specialist at Far
Monmouth, She said she can now
relax knowing that Gooch's nesds
are being mot while she's at work,

“God, it's been a lifesaver.
Actually now [ can work without

ting, without worry-
ing about the dog having to go
ot I walk him at 5 in the morn-
ing and the earliest I get home at
night is 5:30 50 that's a long day
for him," Roberts said,
: Robarts llmmwu_h her mother,
Ucy Jomes, Holiday City
South, Berkeley, but Roberts said
it is not safe for her mother to
walk the dog.

“Shi had a quadruple bypass
(two years ago) so I really don't
want her take the dog out. He
does pull if he sees another ani-
mal. She'll be 60 in December
Since Marsha's there, (Goach) is
petting out, he's getting his walk.
1 don't have to worry about him
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Pet-sitter
makes friends
(two- and
four-legged)

pulling her or mom falling,” sl
sabd.

“1 was looking and looking for
spmeane (o 4o this, even someons
local in the neighborhood. 1
woull even pay them every day
but there was no one avallable
Then I heard about Marsha,” she
said.

“It's been great. | was patting
himi in a kennel for weskend busi-
ness trips. Now he can stay in his
oW home., It's wonderful, 1 don't
have to worry about him not oat-
ing. He's in his own environ-
ment.”

Jones said sl 15 aleo pleased
with the arrangement. “It's been
wonderful. Marilyn's hours are
s0 long that he needs this |n-
between care” Jones said, “And
she (Mitko) has become a really
close family friend. She under-
stands animals, really she's
amazing."

Nitko said she documenis the
time she spent with the animal
and any problems she may have
moticed, such as car infections or
swollen glands. She also works in
conjuncthon with the Toms Biver
Yoterinary Center “They do their
own bodrding, but if the animal
i8 tod old for the kennsl, they
refer thoem to me,” she said,

Nitko is certified in peot first
ald and CFR through the
American BEed Cross and the
Humane Soclety, and is regis-
teredl and bonded through Pet
Sitters International. She recom-
mends that anyvone considering
using n pet-siiting service get a
certified sitter trafined through
an organkzation like P51 “PSI
promotes public education and
awareness and offiers training for
people gedting into pet aitting,"™
she sald.

Nitko said the professional
pet-sitting business started in the
Imbted States in 1982 bt has blos-
somed recently, in part due to
television publieity

~&he travels throughout Toms
River, Bayville, Beachwood, and
Fine Beach and as far away as
Lakehursl and Whiting. She said
she once pet-sat for ten cats and a
dog in Baywille.

Mitko, who is a loenasd clini-
cal soclal warker, worked in thai
field for 20 years. She was the
director of various mental health
programs before her job was

See Pets, Page C2

WEMH,IE-HEIH

= SN, (AR

Pets

Continued from Page C1

eliminated through downsizing.

“It was the mpetus for me bo got
intn another career,” she said. Mit-
ko had the help of Lynn Ribagda,
co-pwner of All the Perks in Silver-
ton. Ribawdo is a counselor with
iLhe Service Corps of Retired Execu-
Uwes (SOORE), an organksxtbon giv-
ing free advice to people who are
stnrting thelr own business. Ribau-
do is passing on the advice she got
from SODERE mombiers.

“We went over her business plan
and helped with the financial (as-
pects] .. hetped her to see how she
could make money ... how many
she would have 1o do in a day to
break even,” Ribaodo said.

“It's worked out wery well for
me. I'm my own boss. and I have
W astislants, mature women who
have been in olher businesses,™
Mk zaid. Her assistants are Jane
Bartone and Torl Matluk.

Gooch I8 one of many animal

friends MNitko has made since she
siarted Paw-Ferred Petl Sitling ap
[lI'IJH|I1I.H|.D|.:|' A yeAr ago. In omne
year, she has taken care of animals
ol all kinds, shapes, sizes and ages,
including a monkey in Bayville,

Mitko has & 12-vear-old dachs
humnd named Ricky. He was an
abused pot that she rescued from a
Eennel in South Brunswick when
he was a year old

“Mobady wanted him. He was an
tsocial and fearful. It took me
about six monthe, but 1 got him o
b social, and he turned out (o b= A
wonderful dog," she sald.

She sakl her family members,
including her B-year-old daughber
Michelle, were not initially in fa-
vor of her now job,

“My [amily orkginally thought 1
was quite nuls, bul they are very
supportive now, and are gelting ed-
ucated along with the rest of the
pubdic,” she sabd. “They thought it
wat a whld idea but now they are
wery happy for me and think its a
great §dea and are right behind
me."

For more information on Paw.
Farred Pet Sitters, call  (732)
340-R3500.




